
 
Maths – following the NCETM Mastering Number programme.  

Balance ability will be taught across the school year. 

 

 

Reception Long term plan  

2026-2027 

Autumn 1 

 

Autumn 2 

 

Spring 1 

 

Spring 2 

 

Summer 1 

 

Summer 2 

 

General Themes  

NB: These themes may 
be adapted at various 
points to allow for 
children’s interests 

Marvellous Me 

Starting school  

Routines 

Zones of regulation 

Emotions 

Family and friendships  

Birthdays 

Let’s Celebrate 

Seasonal change 

Autumn, light and dark 

Bonfire night  

Rememberance 

Christmas Story  

Traditions  

To infinity and 

beyond  

Rockets 

Planets 

Astronauts  

Night and day 

Shadows 

Ready, Steady, 

Grow 

Spring, plants 

Growing, lifecycles 

Healthy eating 

Minibeast 

Caring for living things 

Once Upon a 

Time 

Traditional tales 

Castles 

Kings & Queens 

Imaginary worlds 

Heroes & Villains 

 

Amazing 

Adventures  

Journeys, transport 

Oceans, pirates 

Floating and sinking 

Holidays, different 

countries  

Transition to Y1 

Drawing Club high quality 

texts and traditional 

tales 

 

The Colour Monster by 

Anna Llenas; chosen for 

its links to the zones of 

regulation. 

 

Owl Babies by Patrick 

Benson; chosen for the 

reassurance and family 

attachment theme.  

 

Maisy’s Birthday by Lucy 

Cousins; chosen for its 

links to our current 

birthday theme and 

esteemed author.  

  

 

Remember, Remember 

the Fifth of November 

by Deborah Webb; 

chosen for links made to 

the bonfire celebration 

and safety of 

hibernating animals.  

 

Pumpkin Soup by Helen 

Cooper; chosen for its 

rich, cross-curricular 

opportunities. 

 

Norman the Slug Who 

Saved Christmas by Sue 

Hendra; chosen for links 

made to Christmas and 

traditions experienced 

in the family home. 

Whatever Next by Jill 

Murphy; chosen for its 

imaginative story telling. 

 

Look Up by Nathan Bryon; 

chosen for its celebration 

of curiosity and positive 

representation.  

 

The Way Back Home by 

Oliver Jeffers; chosen 

because of its space 

adventure theme. 

 

 

Oliver’s Vegetables by 

Vivian French and Alison 

Bartlett; chosen to 

encourage children to try 

new foods and promote 

healthy eating. 

 

The Very Hungry 

Caterpillar by Eric Carle; 

chosen for links made to 

lifecycles and the 

opportunity to observe 

butterflies growing. 

 

Jack and the Beanstalk a 

traditional tale; chosen 

for the opportunities to 

retell a traditional tale. 

The Queen’s Hat by 

Steve Antony; chosen 

for its links to Kings and 

Queens. 

 

The Princess and the 

Pea a classic fairy tale; 

chosen for the 

opportunities to retell a 

classic fairy tale. 

 

The King’s Pants by 

Nicholas Allen; chosen 

for its humorous fiction, 

promoting reading for 

pleasure.  

Commotion in the Ocean 

by Giles Andreae; 

chosen to promote 

poetry and rhyme. Has 

opportunities to 

retrieve information 

from other non-fiction 

sources 

The Treasure of Pirate 

Frank by Mal Peet and 

Elspeth Graham; chosen 

to promote oral 

storytelling.  

The Hundred Decker 

Bus by Mike Smith; 

chosen for links to our 

adventure topic. 

Physical Development 

Enhancement  

Forest School or 

GetSet4PE Introduction 

to PE: Unit 2 

Forest School or 

GetSet4PE Introduction 

to PE: Unit 1 

Forest School or 

GetSet4PE Gymnastics: 

Unit 1 

Forest School or 

GetSet4PE Gymnastics: 

Unit 2 

Forest School or 

GetSet4PE Games: Unit 

2 

Forest School or 

GetSet4PE Games: Unit 

1 

Kapow Art/DT Drawing: Marvellous 

Marks 

Craft and design: Let’s 

get crafty 

Painting and mixed media: 

paint my world 

Cooking and Nutrition: 

making a vegetable soup 

 

Sculpture and 3D: 

creation station  

Structures: making a 

boat that floats 

Kapow PHSE Self-regulation: my 

feelings 

Building relationships: 

special relationships 

Managing self: taking on 

challenging  

Self-regulation: listening 

and following instructions  

Building relationships: 

my family and friends 

Managing self: my well 

being 

Kapow Computing n/a Computing systems and 

networks 1: using a 

computer 

Programming 1: All about 

instructions 

Computing systems and 

networks 2: Exploring 

hardware 

Programming 2: 

Programming Bee-Bots 

Data handling: 

introduction to data 

RE  Why is the word God so 

important to Christians? 

Why do Christians do 

nativity plays at 

Christmas? 

How can we help others 

when they need it? 

Why do Christians put a 

cross in an Easter 

garden? 

What makes every 

single person unique 

and precious? 

How can we care for 

our wonderful world? 

Charanga Music Me! My Stories  Everyone! Our World Big Bear Funk Reflect, Rewind, 

Replay 

‘Wow’ moments/ 

Enrichment  

Birthday Party at the 

local park   

Church visit  

Nativity Performances 

Story teller  

WonderDome mobile 

planetarium  

Pancake making 

Beekeeper visit 

Planting 

Releasing butterflies 

Sandringham Estate 

visit  

Sea Life Centre visit  


