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Appendix 1: Thematic Curriculum

LEARN CREATE PROGRESS SUCCEED

Learning is organised through half-termly themes which provide meaningful contexts for learning.

The Hedgehog Curriculum is not topic-led or subject-led. It is development-led, with themes used as a flexible base to
deliver learning that is adaptable, meaningful, engaging and appropriate for every pupil.

This ensures a coherent, inclusive, ambitious and highly personalised curriculum that meets the individual developmental

needs of every learner.
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Term Example Learning Opportunities

Aut 1 Sensory play, mirrors, Name recognition

Aut 2 Dressing up, role play, Photo recognition/discussions
Spr 1 Float/sink, Vehicle sorting, Different movement
Spr 2 Sensory stories, Story sequencing, Creating a story
Sum 1 Exploring habitats, Animal matching, weather charts
Sum2 Sensory trails, small world play, Holiday places
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Term Example Learning Opportunities
Autumn 1 Photo recognition, Create a superhero, talent show
Autumn 2 Recognising familiar people, Dressing up, food tasting
Spring 1 Sensory landscapes, Recycling sorting, Matching environments
Spring 2 Sensory trail, Obstacle course, Treasure Hunt
Summer 1 Sensory textures, Animal matching, identifying where they live
Summer 2 Water play, create a Sea creature, Identify Sea creatures
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Autumnl Circle time, Sensory bottles, self-portraits,
Autumn 2 Food tasting, music, dressing up
Spring 1 Junk modelling, Recycling activities, eco project
Spring 2 Blowing bubbles sensory tray, Goal setting, role play
Summer 1 Exploring veg patch, planting seeds, growth timeline
Summer 2 Sensory animal habitats, Sorting Animals, habitat building

Children will be exposed to and encouraged to use a range of core communication, literacy and mathematical vocabulary throughout the
year. Theme-specific vocabulary will be explicitly modelled through adult interactions, sensory experiences, stories, play opportunities
and visual supports.

High Frequency Words (HFW)

Half Term Focus HFW

Autumn 1 I, me, my, the,a,is

Autumn 2 mum, dad, we, you, and, to
Spring 1 go, stop, on, in, it, can

Spring 2 look, see, like, at, here, there
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Half Term Focus HFW
Summer 1 big, little, this, that, have, help
Summer 2 want, more, all, come, play, finished

Maths Vocabulary

Half Term Maths Vocabulary

Autumn 1 big, small, same, different, more, less
Autumn 2 onhe, two, three, count, number, match
Spring 1 fast, slow, near, far, next, first
Spring 2 full, empty, whole, part, heavy, light
Summer 1 hot, cold, day, night, long, short
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Half Term

Maths Vocabulary

Summer 2

sort, group, compare, bigger, smaller, equal

Continuous Communication Vocabulary

Alongside the HFW and maths vocabulary, these words would be modelled continuously throughout the year:

Core Communication Words

e More

e Help

e Stop

e Go

e Finished
e My turn

e Your turn
e Look

o Want
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e No

e Again



